upgrade (Cummins et al. 1998a ) the number of strokes in a flash was defined as the 62 maximum number of strokes observed by any responding direction-finding station 63 within 2.5º and one second of the first stroke. In the upgraded NLDN, strokes are 64 assigned to a given flash if they occur within 10 km of the first stroke and within a 65 time interval of 500 ms from the previous stroke, and the maximum flash duration 66 still being one second. In addition, in the upgraded NLDN, a stroke is included in a 67 flash if it is located within 10-50 km of the first stroke and if the location error 68 ellipses of these two strokes overlap (Rakov and Huffins, 2003) . Defer et al. (2005) 69 studied winter lightning activity in the eastern Mediterranean, using data from the UK 70 Met Office VLF sferics arrival time (ATD) system. They used the criteria employed 71 by the NLDN mentioned above (e.g. 10 km and 500 ms). Based on 20 lightning days 72 with 266,000 "fixes" (a "fix" is the ATD term for a CG ground location equivalent to 73 a stroke), they concluded that 85% of CG flashes are composed of a single stroke. The is only marginally different (Fig 3 and 4, there) . 
Mean multiplicity using different grouping criteria

295
The average multiplicity was re-calculated for time differences of 0.2 and 0.5 s 296 and for distances of 2.5, 5, 10 km between successive strokes (Figure 3 ). ‫:נמחק‬ most range of less than 2.5 km between two ground termination points of the same flash. 465 We therefore conclude that a spatial range of twice the stated average accuracy of the 466 lightning location system may be sufficient, especially for winter-type storms that 467 exhibit small dimensions and tighter spatial distribution of ground termination points.
468
This may lead to some multi-grounded flashes to be misclassified as separate flashes. 
